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people, the Bush-appointed labor board 
has refused since 2001 to hear oral argu-
ments in any case. In fact, this is the 
only 5-year period in the last 25 years 
in which the board has not held any 
oral arguments. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleague to 
join hundreds of thousands of nurses 
and other workers to stand up and 
fight together for accountability from 
the Bush’s labor board. Together, we 
can make sure these hard-working 
Americans can have the union rep-
resentation they deserve and are enti-
tled to. 

Mr. Speaker, I think a lot of people 
forget what the unions have done for 
this Nation. I think a lot of people for-
get that it was the unions that basi-
cally brought protections. When you 
think about our coal miners that have 
been killed in the past year, union rep-
resentation could have protected them. 
We in Congress should have been doing 
that. We have OSHA to protect our 
workers where hundreds of thousands 
of people are injured every single year, 
and yet we see a total eroding of the 
middle-income families. 

Let me tell you what I fear the most: 
that we are going to have a two-tiered 
system, the very wealthy and the poor-
est of the poor. We as Americans can 
do better. 

f 

b 1930 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MCHENRY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

IRAQ’S CYCLE OF RETALIATION 
AND REVENGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, some of 
the most frightening violence in 
months has erupted in Iraq over the 
past week. In fact, today was reported 
to be the worst day of death and vio-
lence since the United States started 
the war 31⁄2 years ago. 

On Saturday, Sunni insurgents 
bombed and destroyed a Shiite mosque. 
In response, Shiite gunmen dragged 
random motorists out of their cars in a 
Sunni Baghdad neighborhood, killing 
them, killing them with impunity. 

The situation has become absolutely 
terrifying. And, sadly, the cycle of re-
taliation and revenge is getting worse, 
not better. Those who think Iraq has 
not already devolved into a civil war 
are just kidding themselves. They must 
think a civil war looks something like 
two pitched armies battling it out 
across from each other with muskets 
and cannons in a giant field. 

Unfortunately, today’s version of a 
civil war is a lot more murky. It in-

volves fighting on the streets, not a 
battlefield. It involves innocent civil-
ians, men, women, it involves children, 
who are losing their lives, who are liv-
ing in a great deal of pain and a great 
deal of uncertainty. 

Mr. Speaker, what we can be sure 
about is that our presence in Iraq is 
not helping the situation. In fact, the 
presence of nearly 150,000 American 
troops in Iraq has become a rallying 
point for dissatisfied people in the Arab 
world. This latest surge of violence has 
coincided with an announcement by 
U.S. military officials that four more 
soldiers have been arrested in connec-
tion with the rape and murder of a 
young Iraqi woman and three members 
of her family. 

To be sure, the vast majority of all 
American soldiers currently stationed 
in Iraq are bravely and honorably serv-
ing their country, but the destructive 
actions of a few very bad apples have 
added fuel to the fire, and the Iraqi 
people want us to leave their country. 

The sad truth is that our troops have 
been failed by their civilian leaders in 
Washington. They have been mis-
guided. They have gone on a mission 
that has been fraught with failure from 
the very, very beginning. The White 
House is more interested, it appears, in 
trying to make Iraq seem like a suc-
cess than actually fixing the problem 
that plagues the country. 

If you go to the White House Web site 
and if you search for ‘‘Iraq,’’ you will 
find a section called ‘‘Renewal in Iraq.’’ 
This page contains such platitudes as, 
and I quote the Web site, ‘‘Together, 
Iraqis and Americans are making 
progress’’; and another one, ‘‘The 
United States will settle for nothing 
less than complete victory in Iraq.’’ 

The problem, Mr. Speaker, is that 
words like ‘‘will settle for nothing less 
than complete victory’’ or ‘‘we’ll stay 
in Iraq until the job is done’’ are no 
more than tired old slogans. Most 
Americans and nearly all Iraqis under-
stand that an open-ended U.S. military 
presence in Iraq doesn’t serve anyone’s 
interests. The very perception that we 
plan to stay in Iraq permanently is one 
of the greatest catalysts spurring the 
Iraqi insurgency. 

It is clear that the time is long over-
due to bring our troops home. It is 
time to end the bloodshed and to send 
a clear message that the United States 
has no plans to stay in Iraq indefi-
nitely, that we won’t occupy perma-
nent bases in Iraq and we won’t control 
Iraqi oil, and that our troops will be 
coming home. They will be leaving 
Iraq. They will be coming home to 
their families. 

The American people know this and 
they want their elected leaders in Con-
gress and the White House to catch up 
with them. 

f 

JUNE FLOODING IN NORTHWEST 
AND NORTH CENTRAL OHIO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to discuss the need for changes at 
FEMA, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, and how our Nation 
approaches disaster response in gen-
eral. 

I am one of the Members here that 
voted not to move FEMA from being an 
independent agency into the new De-
partment of Homeland Security, and 
every day that goes by and every dis-
aster that happens proves that was the 
wiser course of action. FEMA should be 
restored to its former status as an im-
mediate national response, emergency 
response agency. It should not be bur-
ied five levels down in the Department 
of Homeland Security, now the second 
largest agency in our government after 
the Department of Defense. It simply is 
too burdensome, and the American peo-
ple are suffering as a result of it. If 
New Orleans was not a lesson, if 
Katrina was not a lesson, if Rita was 
not a lesson, then what kind of stu-
dents are we? 

Today, I visited areas in my own con-
gressional district in northern Ohio 
that have been declared national dis-
aster areas now because of the flooding 
that occurred June 21 through June 23 
in northern Ohio. Water rose as high as 
6 to 7 to 8 feet, 25 homes were com-
pletely destroyed, 317 received major 
damage, 1,064 received minor damage 
and 3,262 had cosmetic damage; and 
that is as of just today. 

The local response was rapid and top 
notch, the best they could do. FEMA’s 
Federal response has been what I would 
term somewhat timely and not overly 
effective. 

As I have visited with elected offi-
cials and residents affected by flooding 
over these last few days, outlining key 
Federal help that we can bring to 
them, I was struck by how disjointed 
the assistance is and how we try to 
help people at the local level to apply 
for what they are eligible for. They 
simply do not know. 

I explained to officials and constitu-
ents that Federal assistance might 
cover losses not addressed with their 
own personal insurance and that they 
had to file an insurance claim form 
with their private insurance company 
before contacting FEMA. But let me 
tell you what they require down at the 
county level. 

If, in Ohio, you were affected by the 
recent flood, they tell you, Go to the 
FEMA office that we have temporarily 
established in an adjoining county. So 
people from the affected county have 
to go to an adjoining county. When 
they get to the FEMA office, they are 
told, Oh, we can’t help you fill out the 
application here. We can just talk to 
you about it. You have to go to your 
local library. They have to go back 
into their home county, go to the main 
library to try to get into the computer 
program to apply for the FEMA pro-
gram. 

Well, guess what? The local librar-
ians do not work for FEMA. They do 
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